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CHOOSING YOUR COURSES 

 

 

This booklet describes the courses offered by Holley High School for the upcoming school year.  Please read 

each description carefully before you begin to plan your high school program. Ask questions of your 

counselors and teachers if you want more information about a specific course. As you plan your program, 

you should discuss your choices with your counselor and your parents. Together, you can decide on a 

program that meets both your immediate and long-term goals. 

 

You should plan your high school program to combine courses to meet both your graduation requirements 

and interests. Your program should be well rounded and include courses in a variety of subjects. High school 

is the time to explore a wide range of subjects so that you can learn what your interests and abilities are. Take 

advantage of elective courses to learn more about possible careers or to develop interests that could turn into 

lifetime hobbies or recreational activities. 

 

Keep in mind that you are choosing courses and activities based on what is best for you, not what everyone 

else is taking. Develop your abilities to the fullest. Hard work in high school can give you a head start on a 

successful career and on further education choices. 

 

 

 

 

HOW DO I CHOOSE MY COURSES FOR NEXT YEAR? 

 

 

Some of the courses you take will be required courses. In New York State, there are particular requirements 

you must meet to earn a high school diploma. These courses are called GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

and are listed on the following chart. 

 

Some of the courses you take will be the ones you choose to take because you are interested in the subject or 

want to have the knowledge or skills taught in order to achieve some goal. You might want to take 

photography, for example, because you think you might enjoy it as a hobby, or you might want to take it 

because you want to become a professional photographer. These courses are called ELECTIVES. They give 

you a chance to explore a wide range of subjects so you can discover your interests and abilities. 

 

Answering some of these questions may help you decide what courses will help you to meet your own 

goals. 

•What courses have you particularly enjoyed so far? 

•Which courses were hard, and which were easier? 

•Is my course load as rigorous as it should be? 

•What careers seem to fit your skills, interests, and your likes and dislikes? 

•What kinds of courses do you need to get what you want after you graduate? 

•What do you need to be prepared for college and/or career including the military? 
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GENERAL ACADEMIC INFORMATION 

 
 

UNIT OF CREDIT 

 

A unit is the measure of credit which a student earns for successfully completing a subject for one school 

year.  Most courses offer one credit.  These courses meet every school day for one class period.  Class that 

meet for half a year or every other day are usually worth one-half credit. 

 

PASSING GRADE 

 

In order to earn course credit, with local or Regents, a student must attain a final grade average of at least 

65%.  Regents credit is earned by successfully completing the course with at least 65% and by passing the 

appropriate Regents examination with a 65%. 

 

PROMOTION POLICY 

 

Classes will be organized in September of each year.  Students who have earned at least 5.5 units shall be 

classified as sophomores.  Students who have earned at least 11 units will be classified as juniors.  A student 

who has earned enough credits to graduate either in June or August shall be classified as a senior. 

 

COURSE LOAD 

 

Freshman and sophomores must take a minimum of 6.5 credits each year.  Juniors and seniors must take a 

minimum of 5.5 credits each year.  This requirement will assist you in earning your graduation credits evenly 

over 4 years and will make sure that you remain on the path to graduation. 

 

DUAL CREDIT FOR COLLEGE COURSES 

 

All students who have demonstrated intellectual and social maturity may choose to take college level courses 

at accredited colleges or universities.  Such opportunities may include early admission to college, collegiate-

level work offered in High school or other means of providing advanced work.  Review and approval by the 

administration are necessary before any college courses may be taken during the school day.  If interested, 

please see your counselor for further information.  The Board shall not be required to pay tuition and other 

related cost for those high school students enrolled in college courses.  Students who wish to enroll in college 

level coursework shall meet all academic, grade level and coursework requirements as set forth by 

administrative rules and regulations. 
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  New York State Diploma/Credential Requirements 
 

Revised August 2021 

 
The following chart outlines the diploma and credential requirements currently in effect. The chart provides an 

overview of the requirements and identifies the student populations that have access to each type of diploma and non-

diploma high school exiting credential. Websites are provided to offer more detailed information regarding the 

requirements for each diploma or credential. 
 

For the full text of the New York State High School Diploma Requirements, reference the Commissioner’s 

Regulations 8 CRR-NY 100.5, Diploma Requirements as well as the NYSED’s General Education and Diploma 

Requirements webpage. Reference the Understanding NYS Diploma Requirements ~ Family Resources webpage 

to access three flyers and a tracking tool translated into eleven different languages. 
 

For the 2020-21 school year, a select number of schools will pilot the Seal of Civic Readiness. More information 

may be referenced on the Civic Readiness Initiative webpage. Additional questions pertaining to diploma or 

credential requirements may be directed to the Office of Curriculum and Instruction at emscgradreq@nysed.gov or 

(518) 474-5922. 
 

New York State High School Diplomas 

 
Diploma Type Available to Requirements 

Regents 
Diploma 

All student 
populations 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ electives 

 

Assessment: 

 4 required Regents Examsii (one in each discipline: English, mathematics, 
science, social studies); 

 successful completion of 1 Pathwayiii; and 

 each Regents Exam with a score of 65 or betteriv 

Reference: Diploma Types 

Regents 
Diploma 
(through 
appeal) 

All student 
populations 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ electives 

 

Assessment: 

 4 required Regents Examsii (one in each discipline: English, mathematics, 
science, social studies); 

 successful completion of 1 Pathwayiii,v; 

 1 of the above Regents Exams (including the pathway, if a Regents 
Exam) with a score of 60-64 for which an appealvi is granted by the local 
district per Commissioner’s Regulation 100.5(d)(7); and 

 remaining required Regents Exams with a score of 65 or betteriv 

Reference: Appeals, Safety Nets, and Superintendent Determination 
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Diploma Type Available to Requirements 

Regents 
Diploma with 
Honors 

All student 
populations 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ electives 

 

Assessment: 

 4 required Regents Examsii (one in each discipline: English, mathematics, 
science, social studies);

 successful completion of 1 Pathwayiii; and

 a computed average score of 90 or better on all required Regents 
Exams (including the pathway, if a Regents Exam) 

 
Note: No more than 2 Department approved alternatives may be substituted 
and will not count in the computed average. The locally developed Checkpoint 
B examination in world languages is not included in the computed average. In 
instances where students received exemptions from Regents Examinations, the 
calculation for the honors endorsement will be dependent upon the number of 
scored Regents Examinations the student has. 

 Students with a minimum of three scored Regents Examinations 
applicable to the diploma

o In instances where students have at least three scored Regents 

Examinations to be included in the assessments required for the 
diploma type, exemptions due to COVID-19 would be removed from 
the calculation. If the computed average of the Regents 
Examination scores required for the diploma (not including 
exemptions) equals 90 or above, the student earned the honors 
endorsement. 

 Students with fewer than three scored Regents Examinations 
applicable to the diploma 

o The student’s final course grade for each exempted Regents 

Examination will be substituted in the calculation for honors. If the 
computed average of the scored Regents Examinations and the 
final course grades for courses for which exemptions were granted 
equals 90 or above, the student earned the honors endorsement. 

 
Reference: Regents Diploma with Honors 

Regents 
Diploma with 
Advanced 
Designation 

All student 
populations 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ electives 

 

Assessment: 

 7 required Regents Examsii distributed as follows: 3 mathematics, 2 science 
(one physical, one life), 1 English, 1 social studies; 

 successful completion of 1 Pathwayiii; and 

 each Regents Exam with a score of 65 or betteriv 

Sequencevii: successful completion of one of the three sequence options: 

 earning an additional 2 units of credit in world languages and passing a 
locally developed Checkpoint B examination in world languages; or 

 completing a 5 unit sequence in the Arts; or 

 completing a 5 unit sequence in CTE 

Reference: Diploma Types 
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Diploma Type Available to Requirements 

Regents with 
Advanced 
Designation 
with an 
annotation that 
denotes 
Mastery in 
Mathematics 

All student 
populations 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ electives 

 

Assessment and Sequencevii: Meets all assessment and sequence 
requirements for the Regents diploma with advanced designation (see 
above) and scores 85 or better on each of 3 Regents Examinations in 
mathematics 

 

Note: Students who were exemptediv from a Regents Examination in 
mathematics (due to COVID-19 cancellations) may earn the mastery in 
mathematics endorsement using one of the following conditions: 

 passed 2 Regents Examinations in mathematics with a score of 85 
or higher and was granted an exemption on a third Regents 
Examination in mathematics; or 

 passed 1 Regents Examination in mathematics with an 85 or higher 
and earned a final course grade of 85 or higher in 2 additional 
mathematics courses culminating in a Regents Examination for 
which an exemption was granted. 

 

Reference: Endorsements and Seals 

Regents with 
Advanced 
Designation 
with an 
annotation that 
denotes 
Mastery in 
Science 

All student 
populations 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ electives 

 

Assessment and Sequencevii: Meets all assessment and sequence 
requirements for the Regents diploma with advanced designation (see 
above) and scores 85 or better on each of 3 Regents Examinations in 
science 

 

Note: Students who were exemptediv from a Regents Examination in science 
(due to COVID-19) may earn the mastery in science endorsement using one 
of the following conditions: 

 passed 2 Regents Examinations in science with a score of 85 or 
higher and was granted an exemption on a third Regents 
Examination in science; or 

 passed 1 Regents Examination in science with an 85 or higher and 
earned a final course grade of 85 or higher in 2 additional science 
courses culminating in a Regents Examination for which an 
exemption was granted. 

 

Reference: Endorsements and Seals 
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Diploma Type Available to Requirements 

Regents with 
Advanced 
Designation 
with Honors 

All student 
populations 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ electives 

 

Assessment and Sequencevii: Meets all assessment and sequence 
requirements for the Regents diploma with advanced designation (see 
above) with a computed average score of 90 or better on all Regents Exams 
required for the diploma 

 

Note: No more than 2 Department approved alternatives may be substituted 
and will not count in the computed average. The locally developed 
Checkpoint B examination in world languages is not included in the computed 
average. In instances where students received exemptions from Regents 
Examinations, the calculation for the honors endorsement will be dependent 
upon the number of scored Regents Examinations the student has. 

 Students with a minimum of three scored Regents Examinations 
applicable to the diploma 

o In instances where students have at least three scored Regents 
Examinations to be included in the assessments required for the 
diploma type, exemptions due to COVID-19 would be removed 
from the calculation. If the computed average of the Regents 
Examination scores required for the diploma (not including 
exemptions) equals 90 or above, the student earned the honors 
endorsement. 

 Students with fewer than three scored Regents Examinations 
applicable to the diploma 

o The student’s final course grade for each exempted Regents 
Examination will be substituted in the calculation for honors. If 
the computed average of the scored Regents Examinations and 
the final course grades for courses for which exemptions were 
granted equals 90 or above, the student earned the honors 
endorsement. 

 
Reference: Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation with Honors 

Local Diploma 
(through 
Appeal) 

All student 
populations 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ electives 

 
Assessment: 

 4 required Regents Examsii (one in each discipline: English, 
mathematics, science, social studies); 

 Successful completion of 1 Pathwayiii,v; and 

 2 of the above required Regents Exams (including the Pathway, if 
a Regents Exam) with a score of 60-64 for which an appealvi is 
granted by the local district per Commissioner’s Regulation 
100.5(d)(7); and 

 remaining required Regents Exams with a score of 65 or betteriv 

 
Reference: Appeals, Safety Nets, and Superintendent Determination 
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Diploma Type Available to Requirements 

Local Diploma English 
Language 
Learners Only 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, 3 ½ electives 

Assessment: 

 4   required   Regents   Examsii (one in each discipline: English, 

mathematics, science, social studies) 

 Successful completion of 1 Pathwayiii,v; and 

 the ELA Regents Exam with a score of 55-59 for which an appeal 
is granted by the local district per Commissioner’s Regulation 
100.5(d)(7); 

 up to 1 of the above required Regents Exam with a score of 60-64 
for which an appealvi is granted by the local district per 
Commissioner’s Regulation 100.5(d)(7); 

 remaining required Regents Exams with a score of 65 or betteriv 

Note: English Language Learners (ELL) seeking an appeal for a score of 55- 
59 on the ELA Regents Exam are only eligible for an appeal in this area if 
they entered the United States in grade 9 or after and were classified as an 
ELL when they took the test the second time. 

Reference: Appeals, Safety Nets, and Superintendent Determination 

Local Diploma Students with 
disabilities with 
an individualized 
education 
program (IEP) or 
if included on 
the student’s 
Section 504 
Accommodation 
Plan 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ elective 

Assessment: 
a) Low Pass Safety Net Option: 

 4 required Regents Examsii (one in each discipline: English, 
mathematics, science, social studies); 

 Successful completion of 1 Pathwayiii; and 

o each Regents Exam with a score of 55 or betteriv 

 
b) Low Pass Safety Net and Appeal: 

 4 required Regents Examsii (one in each discipline: English, 
mathematics, science, social studies); 

 Successful completion of 1 Pathwayiii,v; and 
o up to 2 Regents Exams with a score of 52-54 for which an 

appealvi is granted by the local district per Commissioner’s 
Regulation 100.5(d)(7) 

o each remaining Regents Exam with a score of 55 or 
betteriv 

c) Compensatory Safety Net Option: scores between 45-54 on one 
or more of the required science, social studies, or mathematics (as 
a pathway) Regents Exams, but compensates the low score with a 
score of 65 or higher on another required Regents Exam. Note: a 
score of at least 55 (or an approved appeal of 52-54) must be 
earned on both the ELA and 1 mathematics exam. A score of 65 or 
higher on a single examination may not be used to compensate for 
more than one examination for which a score of 45-54 is earned. 

Reference: Appeals, Safety Nets, and Superintendent Determination and 
Information Related to Graduation Requirements for Students with 
Disabilities 
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Diploma Type Available to Requirements 

Local Diploma 
(through 
Superintendent 
Determination) 

Students with 
disabilities with 
an IEP 

 

Does NOT 
INCLUDE 
students with a 
Section 504 
Accommodation 
Plan 

Credit: 22 units of credit distributed as follows: 4 ELA, 4 social studies, 3 
science, 3 mathematics, ½ health, 1 arts, 1 world languagesi, 2 physical 
education, and 3 ½ electives 

Assessment: 

o A superintendent’s determination made upon a parent’s written request, 

based on review of documentation, as to graduation-level proficiency in 
the subject area in which the student was not able to demonstrate 
proficiency of the State’s learning standards through the assessment 
required for graduation. 

To be eligible for the superintendent determination: 
1. The student must have a current individualized education program 

(IEP) and be receiving special education programs and/or related 
services. 

2. The student did not meet the graduation requirements through the low 
pass (55-64) safety net option or the compensatory option. 

3. The student must have earned the required course credits and have 
passed, in accordance with district policy, all courses required for 
graduation, including the Regents courses to prepare for the 
corresponding required Regents Examination areas (English Language 
Arts (ELA), mathematics, social studies and science). 

4. The student must have taken and received a minimum score of 55 on 
both the ELA and Mathematics Regents Examinations or successfully 
appealed a score between 52 and 54, except that on or after December 
12, 2017, a student who was unable to achieve a minimum score of 55 
or did not initiate an appeal of a score of between 52 and 54 on the 
English and/or Mathematics Regents Examinations may be considered 
an eligible student for the Superintendent Determination option, 
provided that the student has completed the requirements for the New 
York State (NYS) Career Development and Occupational Studies 
(CDOS) Commencement Credential. 

5. There must be evidence that the student participated in all Regents 
Examinations required for graduation but has not passed one or more 
of these examinations. 

6. In a subject area where the student was not able to demonstrate his/her 
proficiency of the State’s learning standards through the Regents 
Examinations required for graduation (including ELA and/or 
mathematics if using the CDOS Commencement Credential to meet the 
eligibility condition(s) in #4), there must be evidence that the student 
has otherwise demonstrated graduation level proficiency in the subject 
area(s). 

Reference: Appeals, Safety Nets, and Superintendent Determination and 
Information Related to Graduation Requirements for Students with 
Disabilities 
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Diploma Type Available to Requirements 

Local Diploma, 
Regents Diploma, 
Regents Diploma 
with Advanced 
Designation (with 
or without 
Honors), with a 

Career and 
Technical 
Education 
Endorsement 

All student 
populations 

Credit: Completes all credit requirements as listed above for specific 
diploma types and successfully completes an approved career and technical 
education program 

Assessment: Achieves a passing score on State assessments as listed 
above for specific diploma types and successfully completes the 3 part 
technical assessment designated for the particular approved career and 
technical education program which the student has completed 

Reference: Endorsements and Seals 

Regents 
Diploma, 
Regents Diploma 
with Advanced 
Designation (with 
or without 
Honors), with a 
Seal of 
Biliteracy 

All student 
populations 

Credit: Completes all credit requirements as listed above for specific 
diploma types (Regents or Regents with advanced designation) and meets 
the criteria for earning the New York State Seal of Biliteracy 

 

Assessment: Meets the criteria for Earning the New York State Seal of 
Biliteracy. 

 

Reference: The New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB) 

 

Non-diploma High School Exiting Credentials 

 
Credential Type Available to Requirements 

Career 
Development and 
Occupational 
Studies (CDOS) 
Commencement 
Credential 

All students 
other than 
those who are 
assessed 
using 
the NYS 
Alternate 
Assessment 
(NYSSA) 

 Completes a career plan; demonstrates attainment of the 
commencement level Career Development and Occupational Studies 
(CDOS) learning standards in the areas of career exploration and 
development, integrated learning and universal foundation skills; 
satisfactorily completes the equivalent of 2 units of study (216 hours) in 
Career and Technical Education coursework and work-based learning 
(including at least 54 hours of work-based learning); and has at least 1 
completed employability profile; or 

 Student meets criteria for a national work readiness credential 

 

Note: Credential may be a supplement to a Local or Regents diploma, or, if 
the student is unable to meet diploma standards, the credential may be 
awarded as the student’s exiting credential provided the student has 
attended school for not less than 12 years, excluding Kindergarten. 

 

Reference: Exiting Credentials and Commissioner’s Regulations 8 CRR-NY 
100.6, High school exiting credentials 

Skills and 
Achievement 
Commencement 
Credential 

Students with 
severe 
disabilities that 
are assessed 
using the NYS 
Alternate 
Assessment 
(NYSAA) 

All students with severe disabilities who attend school for not less than 12 
years, excluding Kindergarten exit with this credential which must be 
accompanied by documentation of the student’s skills and strengths and 
levels of independence in academic, career development and foundation 
skills needed for post-school living, learning and working. 

 

Reference: Exiting Credentials, Special Education Field Advisory: Skills and 
Achievement Commencement Credential for Students with Severe 
Disabilities, and Commissioner’s Regulations 8 CRR-NY 100.6, High school 
exiting credentials 
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Endnotes 
 

 

i. Students with a disability may be excused from the world languages credit requirement if so indicated on the IEP but 

must still earn 22 units of credit to graduate. 

 
ii. In all cases students may substitute an assessment from the list of Department Approved Alternative 

Examinations Acceptable for Meeting Requirements for a Local or Regents Diploma. 

 

iii. In addition to passing the following 4 required Regents Exams or the corresponding Department approved 

alternative examination, all students must complete 1 of the following pathway options: 

 

 pass an additional mathematics Regents Exam in a different course or Department approved alternative; 
or 

 pass an additional science Regents Exam in a different course or Department approved alternative; 
or 

 pass an additional social studies Regents Exam in a different course or Department approved alternative; 
or 

 pass an additional English assessment in a different course selected from the Department approved 
alternative list; or 

 pass a Department Approved Pathway Assessment in the Arts; or 

 pass a Department Approved Pathway Assessment in World Languages; or 

 successfully complete all the requirements for the CDOS Commencement Credential; or 

 successfully complete an approved CTE program, including the associated 3-part technical 
assessment. 

 
The additional assessment must measure a different course than that which was measured by one of the 
four required exams above, or an approved pathway assessment in the Arts, CDOS, or world languages. 
Additional information can be referenced on the NYSED’s Multiple Pathways webpage. 

 

iv. An assessment exemption granted due to COVID-19 may be accepted in lieu of a Regents Examination, pathway 

assessment, or Department approved alternative exam. Additional information can be referenced in the following 

FAQs: June/August 2020, January 2021, June/August 2021, and January 2022 (United States History and 

Government Regents Exam only). 
 

v. Regents Exams used to meet the pathway requirement may be appealed. 

 

vi. Non-Regents pathway assessments and Department approved alternative exams are not subject to the Appeal 

Process. 

 
vii. Students with a disability who are excused from the world languages requirement per their IEP need not complete a 

sequence in world languages nor a 5 unit sequence in the Arts or CTE in order to meet the requirements for the 

Regents diploma with advanced designation. 
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/nysed-covid-19-regents-grad-req-faq.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/hsgen/2021/faq-june-august-2021-assessments.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/memo-ushg-regents-exemption-january-2022.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/coronavirus/memo-ushg-regents-exemption-january-2022.pdf


  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

 

ENGLISH 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 9 

Grades: 9  

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

In English 9, students will work to develop better reading and writing skills through the study of the major 

genres of literature: the novel, the epic, short stories, poetry, and drama.  Students will engage in writing tasks 

to explore student thoughts and theories in regarding the literature read in class.  Students will also write 

essays in preparation for the Regents examination.  Participation in all aspects of the class is essential to 

student success.  The final examination is a parallel assessment to the Regents Examination. 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 10 

Grades: 10 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

Students will analyze literary elements in novels, poetry, short stories, essays and plays.  The relationship of 

literary themes to cultural and historical context will be stressed.  In addition to preparation for the Regents 

Comprehensive Exam, multiple opportunities will be provided for students to demonstrate an awareness of 

audience and to develop a complexity of style in their writing.  Students will work to improve listening, note 

taking, and oral communication skills in structured exercises, class discussions, and presentations.  The final 

examination is a parallel assessment to the Regents Examination. 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 11 

Grades: 11 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

In grade 11, the literature encompasses a survey of American Literature novels, poetry, non-fiction articles, 

and short stories.  Students will hone reading skills and strategies and also develop more sophisticated writing 

styles.  These skills will be assessed when completing the Regents Exam in English.  Passing the English 

Regents Exam, with 65% or better, is a graduation requirement.   
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ENGLISH 12 OFFERINGS 

 

Grades: 12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

 

Students in Grade 12 have options available to them as they participate in their English 12 program.  The 

options are as follows: 

 

 

OPTION I:  

COLLEGE ENGLISH 101 

This is a 40-week course in which students may choose to receive college credit from Genesee 

Community College.  The course will teach the skills students need to become competent writers as 

well as developing the critical thinking and literary analysis skills the students need to successfully 

compete in the college level environment. 

 

OPTION II:   

ENGLISH 12 
This is a full year course that is a graduation requirement. In this student-centered course, students will 

read independently and analyze both fiction and non-fiction.  Responses to reading may include 

dramatization, writing, art, music, research, or other learning activities.  This course is designed to 

strengthen the literacy tools in order to provide the reading proficiency and reading/thinking skills 

required in today’s world – be it in the work force or college.  Students will also learn the skills needed 

to become competent writers, critical thinkers, and successful students in a work force and college 

level environment.   
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ENGLISH ELECTIVES 

(These courses may not be used as a substitution for any on the aforementioned English courses) 

 

 

 

HUMANITIES 1 and 2 

Grade: 11-12 

Prerequisite: none 

Length: half year 

Credit: 0.5 

The main premise of the course will be to study how people process and document the human experience.   

This will be done through an examination of literature, religion, art, music, history and language.  Students 

will be given opportunities to explore our past through research and discussion.  We will be looking at the 

present through in house and off campus field trips.  We will also be looking to the future and students will be 

given an opportunity to use their innovation skills and creativity to possibly make a product for the future.  

This will be an exciting class because it will make a lot of cross curricular connections and offer students a 

chance to think creatively and critically as well as working collaboratively with classmates. 

 

 

 

ACTING 

Grade: 9-12 

Prerequisite: none 

Length: half year 

Credit: 0.5 

The Acting elective is a unique opportunity for students to explore the world of theatre. The main focus of the 

class is solving problems through the use of improvisation.  Improvisation requires performers to create and 

continue a scene when given basic information such as characters, setting and conflict. Students use the tools 

of the actor (body, voice and mind) in order to solve the conflict and carry forth the action. Students will 

also engage in in depth character study and learn how to project their voices. 

 

 

 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Grade: 10-12 

Prerequisite: none 

Length: half year 

Credit: 0.5 

This course is designed to enhance students’ writing ability through a creative outlet. Students will be required 

to read a variety of short stories, creative nonfiction, poetry, and real world writing such as restaurant reviews 

and movie reviews. Students will analyze the literature and informational texts for creative elements and then 

implement what they have learned into their own creative pieces. Students will be assessed through a variety 

of writing pieces such as: writing prompts, fictional writing, nonfiction writing, and poetry. In addition to the 

reading and writing portion of the course, students will have the opportunity to explore how to get their 

writing published. 
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SCIENCE 

 

EARTH SCIENCE 

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

Earth Science is designed to provide students with the fundamental understandings of our planets place in the 

universe and the forces which act to shape it.  The course is divided into five major areas of study:  1 

.Investigating processes of change, 2. The Earth model, 3. The Earth's energy budgets.  4. The rock cycle, and 

5. The Earth’s history.  The course follows an investigative approach with required laboratory exercises and 

activities.   

 

 

LIVING ENVIRONMENT (BIOLOGY) 

Grades: 10-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This course in Biology is designed to provide a broad general understanding of the fundamentals of Biology 

and to provide an extension of understanding in selected areas.  It is the intent of the course to provide 

students with an awareness of the natural world, basic scientific concepts, stimulation of inductive reasoning, 

and a basic understanding of biological processes and generalizations.  The course of study is divided into 

seven topics for emphasis:  1. Unity and diversity among living things.  2.  Maintenance in living things, 3.  

Human physiology, 4.  Reproduction and development, 5.  Transmission of traits from generation to 

generation, 6.  Evolution, 7.  Ecology.  

 

 

CHEMISTRY 

Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This course presents an introduction to fundamental principles and concepts.  Topics are covered in inorganic, 

analytical, and organic chemistry including equation balancing, nomenclature, acids and bases, ph, titration's, 

and other related areas.   

 

 

PHYSICS 

Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite:  students must have passed Chemistry or be taking concurrently. 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

Students will explore the fundamental principles of Physics.  Key components of this course include the study 

of various forms of energy, forces and motions.  Students meeting the lab requirement may choose to take the 

New York State Regents Exam in Physics. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 

Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite:  students must have passed Earth Science and Living Environment 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

Environmental Science is a hands on course investigating Earth’s ecological systems and the many factors 

which affect them.  This course is broken into two parts: (1) Water, Air, and Soil quality and its impact and (2) 

Energy and the Environment.  Environmental science was designed to present students who have struggled 

with science a hands on approach to an investigatory science.  Covering topics in earth science, biology and 

chemistry it provides a building block for success in future Regents classes.  For students having taken 

Regents Earth science and Biology, this course builds on and reinforces science topics covered.  This course is 

designed for juniors/seniors who have already taken Earth Science and Biology. 

 

 

 

ELECTIVES 

(These courses may not be used as a substitution for any on the aforementioned Science courses) 

 

 

INVESTIGATIONS AND RESEARCH IN SCIENCE  
Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite:  completion or in conjunction with 3rd year high school science 

Length:  half year 

Credit: 0.5 

This hands-on ½ year course is designed for upperclassman interested in exploring their own areas of interest 

in science.  Students will gain an understanding of how scientists attack a problem and investigate it through 

the experimentation and the scientific method.  Students will then be asked to propose their own questions to 

investigate using scientific processes.  Topics investigated in class may include zoology, astronomy, physics, 

chemistry and earth science.  Other classroom activities may include scientific engineering problems and 

designs.  Students may perform research into other current environmental, economic, and social issues.  

Through research and design students will construct, analyze and present their discoveries. 
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MATHEMATICS 

 

 

ALGEBRA 1 

Grades:          9 

Prerequisite:  teacher recommendation 

Length:          full year 

Credit:           1.0 
This course is the first in the Regents series.  Topics include work with linear, exponential and quadratic 

functions and statistics.  Students will take the Algebra 1 Regents Exam in June upon completion of the 

course.                                                                       

*A graphing calculator is required for this class. (TI-nspire cx) 
 

 

GEOMETRY 

Grades: 10 

Prerequisite:  ALGEBRA 1 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This course is the second in the Regents series.  Topics covered include geometric relationships, triangles and 

right triangle trigonometry, quadrilateral study, transformational geometry (with an emphasis on rigid 

motions), 3-Dimensional geometry, and a heavy concentration on proofs (coordinate geometry and euclidean).  

Students will take a regents exam in June upon completion of the course. 

 * A graphing calculator is required for this class (TI-nspire cx) 

 

 

GEOMETRY IN CONSTRUCTION 

Grades:          10 

Prerequisite:  ALGEBRA 1 

Length: full year 

Credit: 2.0 
Geometry in Construction is the second course in mathematics for high school students.  

This course is designed to show the relevance of Geometry through a variety of practical applications related 

to but not limited to the construction industries. Students will be: participating in hand-on activities, working 

in a classroom & technology setting, participating in the building of a project, and investigating business 

components in construction and related industries. Students who are interested in architecture, interior design, 

engineering, construction management, drafting, building trades (electrical, plumbing, etc.) as well as all 

aspects of manufacturing would benefit from this course. The objectives of this course are to promote 

academic rigor and real world relevance by having students solve multi-step problems, engage in math 

concepts that appear in different phases of construction and work in a team setting.  Mathematics study 

includes perimeter, volume, transformations, congruence, Pythagorean Theorem, similar figures, 

trigonometry, quadrilaterals, circles, and certain algebraic topics. At the end of this course, students will take 

the regents Geometry exam.  

 * A graphing calculator is required for this class (TI-nspire cx) 
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INTERMEDIATE GEOMETRY 

Grades: 10 

Prerequisite:  ALGEBRA 1 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This course will consist of some of the topics covered in Geometry.  This course will reinforce the algebraic 

skills previously learned, as well as introduce other topics including geometric relationships, locus and 

constructions, transformational geometry, and proofs (logic and coordinate geometry). 

 * A graphing calculator is required for this class (TI-nspire cx)  

 

 

ALGEBRA 2  

Grades:          11 

Prerequisite: GEOMETRY & passing the Algebra 1 Regents exam 

Length:       full year 

Credit:            1.0 
This third course in the Regents series is designed to follow common core standards and further develop topics 

studied in Integrated Algebra and Geometry.  Students will be asked to apply general rules of all types of 

functions through modeling and algebraic methods.  Technology will be used to further develop each topic as 

well as a tool to analyze situations in a general sense.  There will be an emphasis on statistics and 

probability.  Students will take a regents exam in June upon completion of the course. 

 * A graphing calculator is required for this class (TI-nspire cx) 

 

 

 

INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA 2 

Grades: 11 

Prerequisite:  GEOMETRY or INTERMEDIATE GEOMETRY 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This course will consist of some of the topics covered in ALGEBRA 2.  It will be the students third year of 

math and will have a local final exam in June upon completion of the course.   

 * A graphing calculator is required for this class (TI-nspire cx) 

 

 

 

 

COLLEGE PRE-CALCULUS 

Grades: 12 

Prerequisite:  ALGEBRA 2  

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This course of study is designed to encompass and extend topics and concepts of advanced mathematics.  As a 

result of this course, students will be able to advance to higher level math courses with the opportunity for 

success.  Emphasis on algebraic operations and problem solving techniques is very important, as well as a 

strong background in trigonometry.  Students who take the course may elect to receive 4 college credits, in 

addition to the high school credit, which would require a fee through GCC. 

 * A graphing calculator is required for this class (TI-nspire cx) 
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COLLEGE CALCULUS I 

Grades: 12 

Prerequisite:  COLLEGE PRE-CALCULUS 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This is a college level course aligned with the course outline at GCC.  Topics covered include limits, 

differentiation, integration, related rates, volumes of solids of revolution, exponential and logarithmic 

functions, and applications of all the preceding.  The course will also give a student a broad knowledge base in 

the content of Calculus II.  Students who take the course may elect to receive 4 college credits, in addition to 

the high school credit, which would require a fee through GCC. 

 * A graphing calculator is required for this class (TI-nspire cx) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRACTICAL MATH 

Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite: ALGEBRA 1 and GEOMETRY or INTERMEDIATE GEOMETRY  

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

Prepare for your financial future and take Practical Math.  The intent of the course is to teach students how to 

manage their personal financial resources, as well as incorporating real world mathematical applications.  

Topics will include, but are not limited to the mathematics of:  personal budgeting, managing bank accounts, 

utilizing credit, renting vs. home ownership, taxes, investing, consumer decision-making skills, mathematical 

modeling, college planning, payroll and benefits, and stocks and the stock market. 

*A scientific calculator is required for this class. (TI 30XIIS is recommended) 
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SOCIAL STUDIES  

 

 

 

GLOBAL HISTORY 1 & 2 

Grades: 9-10 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This course provides students with the opportunity to study other nations and their cultures within a 

framework that is designed to develop a global perspective.  This approach aims to cultivate student's 

knowledge, skills and attitudes needed to function effectively in a world characterized by ethnic diversity, 

cultural pluralism, international disputes, and increasing interdependence.  This course is taught 

chronologically and ends with a Regents exam covering both years. 

 

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT 

Grades: 11 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

One of the major themes in the US History and Government course is that of recognizing and studying the 

application of Constitutional principles to both historical and contemporary life.  This course studies United 

States History and Government from 1750 to the present.  There is a Regents exam at the conclusion of this 

course. 

 

 

ECONOMICS 

Grades: 12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  half year 

Credit: 0.5 

Economics is the study of the working of our economy, with an emphasis on how students can use that 

knowledge to help themselves economically.  This course illustrates the working of our economy and attempts 

to point out ideas to the student on how they may help themselves economically. 

 

 

PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT 

Grades: 12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  half year 

Credit: 0.5 

Participation in Government is a course designed to facilitate and encourage the development of civic-minded 

individuals capable of effectively fulfilling the office of citizen.  The end product should be individuals who 

have the characteristics that define a citizen as committed, informed, skillful and active. 
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COLLEGE US HISTORY 1 & 2 

Grades: 11 &12 

Prerequisite:  students have passed the Global History Regents exam. 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

Students will examine various themes in American History from the colonial period to the present.  Such 

themes as the development of democratic ideas, the emergence of the part system, social protest movements, 

imperialism and expansion, foreign and domestic policy will be considered.  The course will examine themes 

of the 20th century such as elections, wealth and poverty, corporations, the military, mass media, labor and 

America's impact on the world.  This course is open to all juniors and seniors.  No minimum grade point is 

required, but it should be understood this is college level work at a bargain price.  This course is to be taken 

for GCC credit with tuition being the responsibility of the student.  Juniors taking this course to fulfill the U.S. 

History graduation requirement must take this full year course and take the Regents exam that is necessary to 

satisfy graduation requirements. 

 

 

 

 

COLLEGE US HISTORY 1 

Grades: 12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  half year 

Credit: 0.5 

This is a half year course taught in the fall that can be taken as an elective.  The course description for College 

US History applies.  The course covers the time periods from the 1400’s to 1877.  This course can be taken for 

GCC credit. 

 

 

 

 

COLLEGE US HISTORY 2 

Grades: 12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  half year 

Credit: 0.5 

This is a half year course taught in the spring that can be taken as an elective.  The course description for 

College US History applies.  The course covers the time periods from 1877 to present.  This course can be 

taken for GCC credit. 
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INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY 

Grades: 10-12 

Prerequisite: none 

Length: half year 

Credit: 0.5 

This half year course introduces students to the study of human behavior and to the perspectives and 

methodologies of psychology. Students learn about themselves and others by investigating the human brain, 

the nervous system, sleep, dreams, consciousness, memory, learning and abnormal psychology. Students also 

design a social scientific experiment. Classroom instruction includes reading, writing, discussion, 

demonstrations, videos, and presentations. 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY THROUGH FILM 

Grades:   11-12 

Prerequisite:  pass Global Regents Exam  

Length:   half year 

Credit:    0.5 

Students will research, interpret, analyze, critique, and evaluate films and photos dealing with a number of 

historical topics.  The course film content includes primary source pictures, documents, biographies, and event 

based movies.  The purpose of the course is to help students develop a more thorough understanding of crucial 

events in history.   

 

 

 

 

CURRENT EVENTS  

Grades:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  half year  

Credit:   0.5 

This is a half year class.  The purpose of this class is to have open discussions of controversial political and 

social issues and raise awareness of current world and local events in an informal setting.  Discussions for the 

first part of each class will focus on current events from that week, while the second part of the class students 

will discuss a scheduled event in greater detail. Scheduled issues may include the wars in Iraq and 

Afghanistan, the regulation of marijuana, how our society should punish criminals, discrimination in our 

society today, the future of social security and where we can go from here in the Arab/Israeli Conflict.  

Discussions will be supplemented by readings, films, and public speakers.  Students will also be encouraged to 

read news media from around the world. 
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MUSIC 

 

 

CONCERT BAND 

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite:  successful completion of a middle school instrumental program with a grade point of 65 

or above. 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This ensemble of wind and percussion instruments will rehearse and perform appropriate literature from 

various periods of music history with an emphasis on music as an aesthetic experience and as a mean of 

communication.  Through hands-on experience, students will gain mastery of the fundamentals of good tone 

production, ensemble playing, rhythm, pitch, intonation, expression, performance technique and stylistic 

elements.  In addition to daily rehearsals, each student is required to attend one group lesson per week dealing 

with the fundamentals of music and performance techniques unique to the student's particular instrument. 

 

Students enrolled in Concert Band will have the opportunity to participate in a wide array of enrichment 

activities depending on their ability and level of interest.  Participation in All-County Band, All-State Band 

and New York State School Music Association Solo Festivals will be offered to qualified students. 

 

Concert Band students are required to attend all performances and rehearsals throughout the year, both during 

and after school hours.  Grading is based on student performance in lessons, rehearsals and concerts. 

 

 

 

CONCERT CHOIR (Senior High Chorus) 

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This is a performance based class for any student in grades 9-12 interested in singing choral music. The group 

sings in primarily 4-8 part harmony, with and without accompaniment. We sing a variety of styles including 

folk songs, spirituals, madrigals, jazz and show tunes, to name a few. Note reading and solfege/hand signing 

are part of the learning objectives. The class meets daily. Lesson times will be assigned and will occur during 

the normal school day. There is no prerequisite for this class although previous experience is helpful. Grading 

is based on student performance in lessons, rehearsals and concerts. 

 

Students enrolled in Concert Choir will have the opportunity to participate in a wide array of enrichment 

activities depending on their ability and level of interest. Participation in All-County Chorus, All-State Chorus 

and New York State School Music Association Solo Festivals will be offered to qualified students. 

 

Concert Choir students are expected to attend all performances and rehearsals throughout the year, both during 

and after school hours. Grading is based on student performance in lessons, rehearsals and concerts. 
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PIANO CLASS 

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite: none 

Length: half year 

Credit: 1.0 

Course Outline: Through learning the piano, the students will achieve the three aspects of the National Music 

Standards: Creating, Performing, and Responding.   

#1-Students need to have experience in creating, to be successful musicians and to be successful 21st century 

citizens.  

Students will compose their own piano songs, and research how today’s artists develop their music at the 

piano  

#2-Students need to perform – as singers, as instrumentalists, and in their lives and careers.  

Students will perform solo and in small ensemble, and perform a recital at the conclusion of the course.   

#3- Students need to respond to music, as well as to their culture, their community, and their colleagues.  

Students will listen to and evaluate piano songs, as well as songs performed by their peers.   

 

 

MUSIC THEORY 

Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite: none 

Length: full year 

Credit: 1.0 

Music Theory is a challenging and rigorous course of study, similar to high-level mathematics, in which you 

will study the foundations and functions of music. Although there are “performance” aspects in this class, it is 

more of a “pencil and paper” class as we dive into the details of music from a composer’s stand point. In this 

course we will cover: Fundamentals of Music, Tonality, Intervals and Transposition, Harmony, Cadences and 

Non-Harmonic Tones, Melodic Organization, Elements of Music, and Part Writing. We will also develop our 

Ear Training and Aural Skills, as well as basic skills on the Piano. (Note, if you would like to pursue Piano at 

a higher level, please consider taking Mrs. Marzano's Piano Class.) Music Theory is NOT a replacement for 

Band or Chorus, as it should be used as an opportunity to supplement the skills you are already using in those 

courses! This course is open to all students in Grades 9-12. (Band and Chorus is not a prerequisite, although 

the course will prove more challenging for students not involved in those classes). 
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ART  

 

 

FULL YEAR COURSES 

 

STUDIO ART 

Grades:           9-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:           full year  

Credit:           1.0  

This is a basic foundation course focusing on the Elements and Principles of Design, aesthetic awareness, 

problem-solving, and developing observation and technical skills. Students will apply these skills, through 

authentic assessments, while connecting their Art to artists and Art styles. A variety of media and Art forms 

will be explored, that haven’t been covered in Art 8. Craftsmanship and creativity will be encouraged through 

student’s individual approach to the materials. Emphasis is placed on process and craftsmanship through skill 

development, observation, experimentation and critique. Analysis of historical, cultural and contemporary Art 

will broaden students’ understanding of the artistic process, fuel ideas, and empower them in seeing and 

interpreting the world around them. 

 

 

SCULPTURE 

Grades:         10-12 

Prerequisite:  pass Studio Art  

Length:           full year 

Credit:            1.0 

Sculpture will begin with an introduction to ceramics. It will introduce students to a broad knowledge of the 

Ceramic Arts including the fundamental hand-building techniques (pinch, coil, and slab), glaze 

experimentation, and kiln loading and firing. Emphasis will be placed on process and craftsmanship through 

skill development, observation, experimentation and critique. The second half of this course will introduce 

students to sculpture and three-dimensional design. Students will explore a range of media, techniques and 

ideas. This course will utilize a variety of materials including wire, textiles, wood, plaster, paper and found 

objects in order to develop the creative mind. Emphasis will be placed on process and craftsmanship through 

skill development, observation, experimentation and critique. 

 

 

DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS 

Grades:         10-12 

Prerequisite:  pass Studio Art  

Length:           full year 

Credit:           1.0 credit 
This course is the basic foundations for creation through use of digital medias. This course will feature a 

variety of medias such as digital photography, animation, graphic design, as well as drawing and 

painting through use of computer software (Cameras will be provided). Craftsmanship and creativity will be 

encouraged through student’s individual approach to the medias. Emphasis will be placed on process, 

idea development, observation, experimentation, and critique. Looking at artist, art styles, and artist 

application will be help broaden the students' artistic digital skills.   
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CERAMICS 

Grades:         10-12 

Prerequisite:  pass Studio Art  

Length:           full year 

Credit:           1.0 credit 
Ceramics is a functional, sculptural and historical medium emphasizing concepts of three-dimensional design.  

Instruction includes the use of the potter’s wheel, hand construction techniques to create hollow forms, coiled 

forms, and forms from slabs of clay.  Surface decoration techniques will include glaze, underglaze and stain 

use, slip decoration and textured designs.  Students may create their own projects along with the teacher’s 

projects.  Individual initiative, success, participation and fun are emphasized. 

 

 

 

 

PORTFOLIO 

Grade:  12 

Prerequisite: pass Studio Art and as many other Art classes as possible 

Length:  full year 

Credit:  1.0 
Portfolio is a full year course offered to seniors who plan on engaging in further artistic endeavors after high 

school. Students will set up and hold their own Art show, as well as help with the district annual Art show. 

Students will work on curating a portfolio both digital and traditional. It is an advanced course focused on the 

professional side of the Art world. Emphasis is placed on student driven artistic goals. 
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HALF YEAR COURSES 

 

DRAWING 

Grades:         10-12 

Prerequisite: pass Studio Art  

Length:           half year 

Credit:           0.5 

Drawing is a course designed to enrich and enhance the students’ experience in two-dimensional Art. Students 

will continue to be exposed to a variety of artists, Art styles and media with an emphasis on skill-building. 

Various media will include the following: pencil, pen, ink and charcoal. Craftsmanship and creativity will be 

encouraged through the student’s individual approach to the materials. Emphasis is placed on process and 

craftsmanship through skill development, observation, experimentation and critique. Analysis of historical, 

cultural and contemporary Art will broaden students’ understanding of the artistic process, fuel ideas, and 

empower them in seeing and interpreting the world around them. 
 

 

 

 

 
PAINTING (Opposite drawing) 

Grades:          10-12 

Prerequisite:  pass Studio Art  

Length:          half year 

Credit:           0.5 

Painting is an advanced course that is designed to enrich and enhance the student’s experience in two-

dimensional Art. Students will continue to be exposed to a variety of artists, Art styles with an emphasis on 

skill building. Media will include watercolor and acrylic paint. There will be a continued focus on the 

Elements and Principles of Design, aesthetic awareness, problem-solving, and developing observation and 

technical skills. Students will apply these skills, through authentic assessments, while connecting their Art to 

artists and art styles. Craftsmanship and creativity will be encouraged through student’s individual approach to 

the materials. Emphasis is placed on process and craftsmanship through skill development, observation, 

experimentation, and critique. Analysis of historical, cultural and contemporary Art will broaden students’ 

understanding of the artistic process, fuel ideas, and empower them in seeing and interpreting the world 

around them. 
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BUSINESS AND COMPUTER EDUCATION 

 

 

ACCOUNTING 

Grades:   9-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full-year 

Credit:   1.0 
If you plan on majoring in business in college, Accounting 101 will be a required class. This course will 

help better prepare you for Accounting 101. You will be better prepared than those who did not have the 

opportunity to take accounting in high school. Whether you are college-bound, or planning to own your own 

business, learn how to record the financial transactions and interpret that financial information to make 

important decisions! This course prepares students for a variety of business careers and gives them the 

necessary background for an entry-level college accounting course that will be required for anybody that plans 

on majoring in business. 

 

 

MS OFFICE and KEYBOARDING 

Grades:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  half-year 

Credit:   0.5 
The first few week’s students will use keyboarding software to learn how to type. The remainder of the course 

students will use Microsoft Office 365 to learn how to use a variety of software packages to learn how to 

complete a variety of tasks. Students will complete tasks using word processing, spreadsheets, 

databases, presentations, and desktop publishing. Students will learn how to use a variety of tools to 

collaborate on projects that are based on "real-word" scenarios. This course should be taken by anyone 

planning on attending college, entering the workforce, or planning on owning their own business. 

 

 

SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT MARKETING   

Grades:  9-12  

Prerequisite:  none  

Length:  full year  

Credit: 1.0  

Learn the principles of marketing as we delve into the exciting world of sports and entertainment! Topics 

include sales, advertising, publicity, event planning, legal issues and endorsements. Students design a new 

product, creating a commercial, and developing an advertising campaign. From David Beckham to Mickey 

Mouse, everyone has a product to sell. Learn what makes that product a success!  
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CODING 

Grades:  9-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  half-year 

Credit:   0.5 
Coding is one of the fastest growing fields in the world. Almost everything we touch today has some type of 

coding involved from our phones to our homes. This course is an introductory programming course using 

different computer languages, including those used to develop computer and mobile apps, video game design, 

and an introduction to robotics. This course is designed for students interested in learning more about coding. 

It is recommended for those planning on attending college, technical school, or pursuing a career in the IT 

world. The course provides students with a solid background of standard computer logic, which will enhance 

problem-solving skills. This course is designed to be a rewarding and fun learning experience for all students. 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 

 

 

 

REAL LIFE APPLICATIONS (Adulting 101) 

Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full-year 

Credit: 1.0 

Students will develop “real-world” financial skills, college and career readiness, maintaining a household, and 

many other challenges that they will face after high school. This class will help students prepare and succeed 

in their post-secondary pursuits whether they’re headed to college, the workforce, or the military. This class 

will help prepare students to be successful, whatever path they choose. Projects will be driven by student 

interest. 

 

 

 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite: none 

Length: half year 

Credit: 0.5   

This is a half-year course that gives students information on child development, parenting skills, and family 

roles in our society.  It examines all economic, social, educational and physical conditions that influence 

parenting. Infant, toddler and pre-schooler development physically, emotionally, intellectually, and socially 

will be the focus. 

Simulated babies will be “adopted” by each student and will become a part of that student’s life at home as 

well as class.  From diaper changes, to feeding, to soothing an upset stomach, this new technology provides a 

realistic experience of what it is like be responsible for a newborn infant. 
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SPANISH   -   ESPANOL              

 

 

 

SPANISH 1 

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

This class is for high school students who have not previously taken a foreign language class or for those who 

were not successful in middle school.  This fulfills the minimum New York State graduation requirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

SPANISH 2 

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish 1 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

Grammar plays an important role in Spanish 2.  Irregular verb forms and idiomatic expressions become more 

important.  Conversing and writing in Spanish progresses and students read Spanish compositions and short 

stories, and advertisements in the target language.  

Successful completion of Spanish 2 and success on the regional final exam will give the students 1 credit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPANISH 3 

Grades: 10-12 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish 2 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

All grammar points learned in isolation in Spanish 2 are now brought together.  While conversations remain 

important, the focus of the course changes to include more reading and writing.  Compositions, essays and 

short stories are read throughout the course.  The major aim at this point is to prepare the student for the 

Comprehensive Regional Exam and to lay a basic foundation for the continuation of study in the College 

Spanish 1 class. 
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COLLEGE SPANISH 1  

Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Spanish 3 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

College Spanish is comparable to one 200 level college class which provides an in-depth study of the different 

Hispanic cultures and attitudes towards life.  The majority of class discussion is conducted in Spanish.  

Emphasis is made on understanding and communication in the foreign language at the intermediate level.  

Students taking this course may take the course for GCC credit.  There is a cost associated with this class.  

Students will require internet access outside of the school day to complete the required on-line practice 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLEGE SPANISH 2  

Grades: 12 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of College Spanish 1 

Length:  full year 

Credit: 1.0 

College Spanish is comparable to one 200 level college class which provides an in-depth study of the different 

Hispanic cultures and attitudes towards life.  The majority of class discussion is conducted in Spanish.  

Emphasis is made on understanding and communication in the foreign language at the intermediate level.  

Students taking this course may take the course for GCC credit.  There is a cost associated with this class.  

Students will require internet access outside of the school day to complete the required on-line practice 

activities. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  every other day, all year 

Credit: 0.5 

The aim of physical education in grades 9-12 is a combination of character, social, and physical development 

along with skill refinement while emphasizing sportsmanship and fair play. The curriculum includes 

participation in various team, individual, and lifetime sports and fitness activities.   

Physical education is an opportunity for students of all abilities to engage in a variety of activities to 

encourage healthy, active lifestyles.  

Physical education is required of all pupils for each of the four years of high school. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 



  

 

HEALTH 

 

 

SENIOR HIGH HEALTH 

Grades: 10-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  half year 

Credit: 0.5 

This course will provide the student with a foundation for healthier living now and later in life.  Topics 

stressed will be attitudes toward tobacco, narcotics, alcohol, mental health, and the body systems. 

 
SPORTS SAFETY AND FITNESS 

Grades:  10-12 

Prerequisite:  none 

Length:  half year 

Credit: 0.5 

In this class, the students will learn and practice the important aspects of sports related injuries.  It will give 

them the knowledge and skills to provide appropriate care to individuals after an injury.  They will learn how 

to prevent certain injuries by acquiring a variety of taping techniques.  The focus of this class will be how to 

prevent injuries, how to care for specific injuries, and how to rehabilitate after an injury occurs.   They will 

also learn how to exercise safely and effectively.  In this class, students will learn how to use the equipment in 

the weight room correctly and efficiently, while creating a fitness (workout) plan geared to their specific 

needs.  We all know that creating a healthy diet is imperative to each program.  The students will learn how to 

incorporate a nutrition plan for their specific fitness (workout) plan.  This course will also offer students the 

chance to be certified in First Aid and CPR.  This course will benefit any student entering the field of health, 

physical education, medical, and sciences. 
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WEMOCO – Career and Technical Education 

2022-2023 Course Offerings NYSED Approved CTE Classes 

 

 

 
 

CTE Courses  

Auto Body and Collision Repair Technology I Engineering and Metal Fabrication I - Machining 

Auto Body and Collision Repair Technology II Engineering and Metal Fabrication I - Welding 

Automotive Technology I Engineering and Metal Fabrication II - Machining 

Automotive Technology II Engineering and Metal Fabrication II - Welding 

Baking Exercise Science I  

Baking Exercise Science II 

Carpentry I Heavy Equipment Operation and Maintenance I 

Carpentry II  Heavy Equipment Operation and Maintenance II 

Child and Family Development I (CFD I) HVAC/Plumbing I  

Child and Family Development II (CFD II) HVAC/Plumbing II 

Computer Technology I Introduction To Construction Trades (ICT) 

Computer Technology II Introduction To Construction Trades (ICT) 

Cosmetology I Medical Laboratory Assisting Phlebotomy I 

Cosmetology II Medical Laboratory Assisting Phlebotomy II 

Criminal Justice I Nurse Assisting and Associated Health Careers I 

Criminal Justice II Nurse Assisting and Associated Health Careers II 

Culinary Arts  I Outdoor Powersports Technology I 

Culinary Arts II Outdoor Powersports Technology II 

Dental Assisting I Residential and Commercial Electrical I 

Dental Assisting II Residential and Commercial Electrical II 

Digital and Visual Communication I       

Digital and Visual Communication II  
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WEMOCO – Career and Technical Education 

2022-2023 Course Offerings Services and Trades, New Visions, AHSEP 

 
Services and Trades    

Building Trades 

Food Services 

Personal Services 

New Visions      

Health Professions 

GED 

GED Preparation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Support Services 

 

 

Integrated Classroom – mixture of identified students and mainstream students in a classroom with a special 

education teacher and the course’s mainstream teacher. In many instances, the class is co-taught by the special 

education teacher and the mainstream teacher, but in other instances, the mainstream teacher who is certified 

in that subject area is the lead teacher, and the special education teacher makes modifications as the class is 

being conducted. 

 

Self-Contained Classroom – a classroom with a maximum of 15 students and a special education teacher.  

There may be an aide assigned to that classroom as well, depending on the needs of the students. 

 

Resource Room – a maximum of 5 special education students in a support period for remediation or 

reteaching. 

 

RTI – is a data driven model where students are monitored and provided interventions to “catch them up” in 

their development immediately when a deficit appears.  The classroom teacher should be the first person to 

provide intervention support to the student beyond their regular instructional time or level 1 support.  

Additional math and English support can be requested by the classroom teacher through the school counselors 

and the RTI Coordinator. If a more intensive support is needed, a student may be referred to the RTI team.   

 

Regents Prep Courses – are offered to prepare students for state assessments with additional instruction in 

the various curriculum areas such as: Science, Social Studies, English and Math. These courses are credit 

bearing at the high school level. 
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DROP/ADD POLICY 

 
Students may request to drop/add a course within the first full week of school.  Requests will only be considered if our 

drop/add form and process is completed by the end of the first full week of school.  Late requests or incomplete forms 

will not be considered.  Students begin the process by asking their teacher for a drop/add form.  Once approved by the 

teacher, a counselor signature and parent signature needs to be obtained. 

 

Drop/add requests may be denied if: 

 

-course to be added to is full  

-the course is required   

-course to be added is not offered during the available time 

-change is made for non-academic reasons (change lunch, PE, to be with friends) 

 

After the drop/add deadline, there will be no changes to the student’s schedule.  In cases of extenuating circumstances 

administrative approval will be needed. 

 

Students will be responsible for any missed work if adding a class.  Students in 9th and 10th grade must maintain a 

schedule of six credits plus a half credit of physical education.  Students in 11th and 12th grade must maintain a 

schedule composed of five credits plus a half credit of physical education.  Students will not be able to drop a course if 

their schedule falls below the above listed criteria. 

 

Student Name: _______________________________________________          Date: ____________________ 

 

Course Dropped: ________________________________  Course Added: ___________________________________ 

 

Reason: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

All Signatures Required In This Order 

 

1 – Current Teacher Signature: ___________________________________                    Date: _____________________ 

 

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

2 – Counselor Signature: ________________________________________                    Date: _____________________  

 

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

3 – Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________                  Date: _____________________  

 

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  
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CREDIT BY EXAMINATION 

 

 

The New York State Regents have made provisions [100.5 (9) (1)] for a student to earn credit for either a 

Regents or local diploma without completing units of study for such credit. This implies that a student may 

earn credit for knowledge or study that they have learned elsewhere. Our school will grant such credit based 

on specific requirements set by the State Education Department and the local school board. Students must 

complete the following four steps before we will grant credit: 

 

1. Apply for credit by examination through the Counseling Center 

2. Demonstrate through past academic performance that they will benefit academically by exercising the 

alternative. 

3. Achieve a score of at least 85 percent on a state-developed or state-approved examination. 

4. Pass an oral examination or successfully complete a special project to demonstrate proficiency in the 

subject matter area. 

 

If you would like to start the process or if you have further questions, please see your school counselor. 
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ADVANCED STUDIES PROGRAM – GENESEE COMMUNTY COLLEGE COURSES 

 

Genesee Community College courses offered through the Advanced Studies Program are taught in high 

schools by high school faculty who are approved by GCC. Courses taught in the high school follow the same 

guidelines and learning objectives as those taught on a GCC campus.  

Students who are registered in an Advanced Studies course earn college credits and high school credits 

simultaneously. Check with your school counselor to find out what courses are offered at your high school for 

GCC credit. 

 

ACE PROGRAM 

The ACE Program (Accelerated College Enrollment Program) is a partnership between Genesee Community 

College and Western New York high schools to provide college courses to secondary students during the 

school day. These programs offer accelerated high school students the opportunity to enroll in college level 

courses and to earn college credits from Genesee Community College while still in high school. Our goal is to 

enhance the high school learning experience and prepare students for the transition to college and career.  

ACE programs offer several advantages over traditional articulation agreements, including greater flexibility 

and transferability to other colleges and universities. Completion of GCC credit courses has given hundreds of 

students a head start on their college career.  

 

COLLEGE TODAY 

The College Today classes were developed to give high school seniors an opportunity to pursue college credit-

bearing classes in the campus setting. Courses were developed to compliment, rather than compete with, 

existing high school classes. Holley students are welcome to participate in the college today program. Our 

students typically travel to the Albion campus of GCC to take advantage of the offerings in the college setting 

with high school students from around the county. See your counselor for information on the courses offered 

each semester. Students need to be able to provide their own transportation to the campus. 
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